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Use of Xetered Parking Spree by Governnent Cars 


1, The question has bean raised regarding the 
propriety of paying for meterod parking space when care 
bearing Government tags are used, . 2 


2. The Comptrolicr General has intieated in two 
opinions that peyrent for the use of metered spaces for 
Government cars will not te. allowed. as long. e4. there 45) 
no stotutory erevision or judicial decision permitting 2%. 


could not be considered available tor the purchase of — 
service cards for the parking of Govornment vehicles in 
& metered zone in lieu of paynent of parking fee rates, 
This was sc notwithstanding the fact that the charge for — 
the cards was normal and the fee covered the cost of Ins~ 


abled beneficiaries obtaining prosthetic tpyliances, os 
The Comptroller decided chat it was not necessiry to: deter- 
mine wheth-r the charge was a tax or a fce incidental, to 

the excerise of the police power, His opinion was based 

on the fundamental freedor of the Federal Covernnent from 
interference by a Stote or Municipality, and he. specificaliy 
called attention to the opinion of Hr. fustice Holmes in 
‘ohnson v, Yaryland, 254 7.5, Sls in which it was stated 
thet the ssbjseetion of agents of the Federal Governnent 

to local law may properly be extended to general rules that 
only incidentally affect the moda orf carrying out the employ~ 
ment, Inferentially, the Comptroller indfeated that the 
identification of the car ag a Govarnment-owned vehicle 
would obvinte any liability for payment of the parking fea, . 
The opinian was approved and amplified iu 26 Comp,.Gen. 397 - 
in a situation where meters were removed and the saertricted 
space we rented from the eity, Again, he emphasized the 
fact that payment of the rent was net authorized fn the 
absence cf 8 court decision or a statutory provision, » 


3. In practice, the vroblem oes. not appear to have - 


arisen - or at least not to have been questioned -. in a: 
Several Government Agencier queried in Waenington, . In the | 
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ease of the Army, the fee is paid when necessary by the 


person to whom the cer ts assigned, This is also trua. 
in the Corps of Fnrineers, The Treasury. Department — 
obtains police persits for everyone using cars within | 

Pepirictrd or metered aroas, and the Department of 
Interfor is completely unaware of any ditfieuity. 


4. Unfortunately, there does ret appear. to. have 
been any instance in which a Government car.was laft: 7 


in an unpaid metered space and notice of traffic. ine | © 
fracticn served by the local police. When this heppeni, 


isgue,. 
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we shall probcbly have the clearest presentation ¢ of ERG 
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